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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Reverend Ginger Gaines-Cirelli,
Capitol Hill United Methodist Church,
Washington, DC, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, in whom we live, move and
have our being, we give You thanks
and praise for the gift of life, for each
new day in which the sun rises and sets
affording ever new opportunities to
begin again, to love more faithfully, to
serve more humbly.

The world in which we live is indeed
full of beauty and wonder, but we know
that throughout the world there is
great suffering and strife. So we pray
that the work undertaken by this serv-
ant community today will, in ways
large and small, bring relief and re-
lease to the afflicted.

O God, may a spirit of friendship and
reconciliation guide the words and ac-
tions of these faithful public servants.
Let their discernment over the dif-
ficult issues of our day be wise and lov-
ing. Grant them strength to persevere
in the ways that make for peace.

In all Your holy names we pray.
Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. SNYDER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING REV. GINGER GAINES-
CIRELLI

(Mr. SNYDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SNYDER. Madam Speaker, a
couple of years ago, at a time when the
House was in session through the week-
end, a group of us lonely, forlorn Mem-
bers during the Christmas season on a
Sunday morning ended up in the pews
of the Capitol Hill United Methodist
Church to be greeted warmly by our
guest chaplain today, Rev. Ginger
Gaines-Cirelli, and her husband. It was
the only time I've heard a sermon in
which the phrase, during the Christmas
season, ‘‘preggers by God”’ was used.

We were delighted by her sermon, de-
lighted by her warmth, and she is here
with us today. She is a graduate of
Southwestern University of George-
town, Texas, received her master of di-
vinity from Yale Divinity School. She
has done church work all of her profes-
sional life. Her previous head pastoring
job was in Rockville, Maryland. And
she has now, for 7 years, with her hus-
band, been the head pastor of the Cap-
itol Hill United Methodist Church. We
are very fortunate today to have Rev.
Ginger Gaines-Cirelli as our guest pas-
tor.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

—————

OVERRIDE PRESIDENTIAL VETO
ON SCHIP

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, tomor-
row, this House will consider and an-
swer the question, the most essential

question of our time, What kind of Na-
tion are we and which direction shall
we move? Shall we guarantee access to
health care to our Nation’s children,
who need it most? Shall we send our
children to the costly emergency room
or to their family physicians’ offices to
receive the care they so desperately re-
quire?

Whose side are you on? Failing to
care for our Nation’s children is mor-
ally unacceptable. This is the view of
the March of Dimes; this is the view of
Easter Seals, the faith communities
throughout the country, and countless
medical organizations across the land.

Tomorrow, I have the honor of rep-
resenting the hopes and dreams and
lives of 11 million children. Join us in
overriding the Presidential veto. It’s
the right thing to do. And let’s work
together across the aisle to build a bet-
ter future for all of us.

————

BURMA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I'm
somewhat puzzled over an event held
on Monday this week. The Government
of Russia, the Government of China,
and a U.N. agency gathered for a con-
ference entitled ‘‘Exploring Coopera-
tive Approaches to Security in Space.”
I find this fascinating, ‘‘Cooperative
Approaches to Security in Space’’; yet
China, with Russia and India’s help, is
almost single-handedly propping up the
brutal dictatorship of Burma.

This is a brutal dictatorship that
uses ethnic minorities as human land
mine sweepers, has destroyed 3,000 vil-
lages and has the highest number of
child soldiers in the world.

Perhaps China, Russia, and the U.N.
should help bring democracy to Burma,
which would bring security and sta-
bility to that country, before trying to
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bring security in space. The suffering
people of Burma deserve better, but ap-
parently the Chinese and Russian Gov-
ernments don’t think so.

——
RESTORE ACT

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, today the
House will debate the RESTORE Act, a
bill that ensures the intelligence com-
munity has the tools that it needs to
conduct surveillance of foreign targets
outside of the United States, while at
the same time restoring constitutional
checks and balances that were omitted
from the Bush administration’s FISA
bill.

I do not pretend that this is the per-
fect bill; few bills meet that standard.
However, the President has made many
false claims about it. For example, he
has claimed that this bill will unneces-
sarily delay the collection of foreign
intelligence information and may
cause us to ‘‘go dark” while chasing
leads. That’s blatantly false.

The RESTORE Act allows for imme-
diate collection in emergency situa-
tions without obtaining court ap-
proval, so we will never go dark. How-
ever, unlike current law, the RE-
STORE Act puts the FISA Court back
in the business of protecting Ameri-
cans’ private communications, just as
Congress intended when it created
FISA.

To have a truly secure America,
without compromising American val-
ues, we must fight terrorists without
jeopardizing the civil liberties that
make our Nation great.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

——

RESTORE ACT

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker,
Washington Democrats have once
again shown their true colors on FISA.
Spurred by the ACLU and their leftist
liberal friends, Democrats released a
weak and ill-conceived attempt at re-
forming our national security intel-
ligence laws.

Today, advancements in satellite and
fiber-optic technologies have led to in-
credible gains in every area of our soci-
ety, including health care, economic
expansion, education, and military op-
erations. Unfortunately, though, our
laws have not advanced and our intel-
ligence community continues to face
significant obstacles because of sim-
plistic and antiquated laws.

Make no mistake, we live in a time
when extremist groups continue to plot
acts of terror against us both abroad
and here at home. National Intel-
ligence Director Mike McConnell out-
lined a list of obstacles he faces with
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the current FISA law and the tools he
needs to correct these problems. Sadly,
the bill proposed by the Democrats
leaves our intelligence community in
the dark. This is too important to play
political games with foreign intel-
ligence. We need to vote ‘‘no’ on this
bill.

——————

SCHIP

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Every day, hard-
working moms and dads without health
coverage worry about their children
getting the care they need.

Under this President’s watch, the
number of uninsured children in this
country has grown for the first time in
years, and what has the President
done? Nothing. That’s right, nothing.
This President has done nothing. Will
Republican Members of Congress stand
with the President and also do nothing,
or will they stand with America’s chil-
dren? Ten million children and their
families are waiting to find out.

———
0 1015

A TRAGEDY OF OUR OWN MAKING

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. AKIN. I rise to call attention to
a tragedy of our own making. In May
of this year, a U.S. soldier, Alex Ji-
menez, along with several of his
friends, were captured by al Qaeda. As
our intelligence officers wanted to tap
into wires to try to find his where-
abouts, they were hobbled and had to
wait 10 hours for lawyers to get
through the FISA Court to allow them
to get the critical information they
needed. That information lost, this sol-
dier and his compatriots have never
been found, although the bodies of one
or two have been found.

The Democrats want to expand this
FISA process now to our warfighting
capabilities and hobble our soldiers to
have to wait for hours and hours for
lawyers to approve gathering informa-
tion.

Back when I was in the State of Mis-
souri, we had jokes between farmers
and lawyers. They were kind of funny.
But this is not a funny joke. How many
lawyers does it take to rescue a hos-
tage? The answer should be zero.

Now, the Democrats want to undermine our
relationship with Turkey which will cripple our
military’s efforts.

If the Democrats want to pull our troops out
of Iraq then have the courage to defund the
war.

Otherwise, stop handicapping our military
with bureaucratic red tape that will undermine
their mission. The lives of our military per-
sonnel are on the line.

October 17, 2007

HOUSE DEMOCRATS PUT FISA
COURT BACK IN BUSINESS

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, today the
House will put the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court back in business
after being shut down for the past 6
years. House Democrats know that our
highest duty is to defend this Nation
and protect our citizens. And we also
know we can keep this Nation safe
without our own government tram-
pling the civil rights of our citizens
and the principles upon which this
country was founded.

Before 2001, the FISA Court served as
a check and balance to the administra-
tion to ensure that critical individual
rights were not trampled. Such checks
and balances have not been in place for
the last 6 years. Today, by passing the
RESTORE Act, we restore the true role
of the FISA Court by addressing the
concerns we have with the Bush admin-
istration ignoring the FISA Court,
jeopardizing our rights, violating our
Constitution, and our core principles.

Mr. Speaker, the RESTORE Act is a
bill that all Members should be able to
support. It provides a proper balance of
giving our government the legal tools
to go after terrorists without tram-
pling our American beliefs and values.

———

UPDATE OUR INTELLIGENCE
TOOLS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, in this day and age of new
technologies and vicious unconven-
tional terrorism, we need to provide
our intelligence community with the
tools and resources necessary to pro-
tect our families. That is why we must
pass a permanent update to the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act that
will protect the privacy of Americans
while restoring our intelligence-gath-
ering capabilities.

Unfortunately, the RESTORE Act,
the Democrat FISA bill, jeopardizes
our intelligence capability and pro-
vides unprecedented protections for
terrorists. It is a step in the wrong di-
rection. The Protect America Act
signed into law in August made critical
changes that help intelligence officials
properly track our enemies. It should
be extended.

The National Intelligence Director,
Mike McConnell, said this law was ur-
gently needed by our intelligence pro-
fessionals to close critical gaps in our
capabilities and permit them to more
readily follow terrorist threats. We
should keep American families safer
and make these changes permanent.

In conclusion God bless our troops
and we will never forget September the
11th.
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